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ALGORITHM FOR COMA

Indications for intubation
e GCS<8
e Abnormal airway reflexes
e Abnormal repiraoty pattern
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Signs of raised ICP
Headache, altered sensorium,
bradycardia, hypertension,
abnormal respiratory pattern

Rapid assessment and stabilization of
airway
Breathing and circulation
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Indications for doing lumbar

puncture

e Fever

e Suspected CNS infection

e Any other cause of come
should be identified
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Contraindications for doing
lumbar puncture

e Signs of raised ICP
Thrombocytopenia
Shock

Local infection

Establish and maintain airway

Ventilation and oxygenation

Establish vascular access

20 ml/kg bolus, if in shock

Antiedema measures if signs of raised ICP
Control seizures if present

Treat fever

Detailed history
Neurological examination
First-line investigations
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Treat as per the identified cause




